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Board of Health 

68 Stevens Road 

Minutes 

April 27, 2022 

 

Members Present: Chairman:  James Carvalho 

   Bob Medeiros 

   Melissa Alfonso 

 

Members Absent:      

 

Alternate Member:  

 

Staff:   Zachary Seabury – Board of Health Agent 

 

Mr. James Carvalho opens the public meeting at 5:00 PM at the Town Hall Annex located at 68 

Stevens Rd. Swansea, MA. Mr. Carvalho notified if anyone is taping the meeting to please notify 

the Board of Health. 

 

The matters listed are those reasonably anticipated by the Chairman to be discussed at the meeting.  

Not all items listed may, in fact, be discussed.  Other items listed may be brought up for discussion 

to the extent permitted by law.  Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30A, Section 20(f) after 

notifying the Chairman of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an 

open session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, 

subject to reasonable requirements of the chairman as to the number, placement and operation of 

equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  At the beginning of the 

meeting, the chairman shall inform other attendees of any recordings.  The Board of Health will be 

recording this meeting for minutes purposes only. 

  

 

 

Local Variance Request  

28 Mattapoisett Rd- Mt Hope 

Mr. James Hall presented plans to the board. He stated he is before the board because he is looking 

for an approval of 54 feet from the leach field to the water line.  Mr. Seabury stated this is maximum 

feasible compliance, there is no other place to put the system. He added Conservation Department 

has already given their approval. He ended stating he does not have a problem. Mr. Medeiros asked 

if this was a typical standard system. Mr. Hall answered yes, there is no ground water and is about 

15 feet above the water table with good sand material. Mr. Medeiros verified that leaching and 

raised system is not an issue. Mrs. Alfonso’s only question was regarding Conservation and she 

stated Mr. Seabury already answered it earlier.  

 

A motion made by Robert Medeiros to approve as requested. Seconded by Melissa Alfonso. All in 

favor. Motion passes unanimously.       

 

 

135 Wyola Rd- Nicole Letendre 

Mrs. Nicole Letendre presented plans to the board. She stated she is looking for a variance to 

property line set back from 10 to 7 feet and the foundation from 20 to 10 feet as well as the septic 

tank to a concrete patio slab from 10 to 1.5 feet. She stated they are installing the tank in an unusual 

place but it has to do with access. She added the property is very tight and it will have to be put in 
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backwards. She stated fortunately there is no one living at the property currently and she 

approached the neighbor to the south at 136 Delawanda Rd. She stated he refused to sign the 

meeting notification however he did receive it. Mr. Seabury added the neighbor was notified of this 

meeting. He went on to state based on the soils in the area it cannot be installed in the front yard 

because of the gas and water lines. He stated the tank will have to go in backwards which means 

the pipes will have to run opposing. He explained tanks are set up so that you have one pipe higher 

than the other; in inlet and the outlet. That is why it will need to go in backwards to get the gravity 

flow. He stated this is the best system to install at this area; which is the diffusers, but it is really 

tough to fit. He stated if any other type of system was to go in they’d be asking for more variances 

because of the size. Mrs. Letendre added the material in the area is a loose till material and not as 

forgiving as the sand material found further into the ocean grove area. Mrs. Alfonso asked if the 

1.5 feet variance will harm anything. Mr. Seabury answered no. She went on to ask about the 

neighbor refusing to sign the meeting notification. Mr. Seabury stated the notification is simply to 

notify abutters about the meeting, time, place and that this property is on the agenda. Mr. Seabury 

stated the neighbor received the letter but kicked Mrs. Letendre off the property and refused to sign 

anything. Mr. Carvalho asked if she sent certified mail and asked if she had the cards. Mr. Seabury 

stated no, that is why she went to the neighbor’s door to hand deliver the notification. Mrs. Alfonso 

stated if the neighbor had an issue with anything than the neighbor would attend the meeting. Mr. 

Seabury agreed. Mr. Medeiros stated it seems like this is the best possible solution. He added there 

is no grading which will not affect the neighbors with surface water or drainage issues. Mrs. 

Letendre stated there is no grading change.  

 

A motion made by Melissa Alfonso to approve as requested. Seconded by Robert Medeiros. All in 

favor. Motion passes unanimously.       

 

17 Touisset Ave- Mark Rodrigues 

Mr. Mark Rodrigues presented plans to the board. He stated he is presenting a septic repair plan for 

17 Touisset Ave. He stated the lot is significantly challenged mostly by two items. He stated the 

lot is surrounded by wetlands with a perennial stream to the south. This forced them to relocate the 

new leaching system to the north side of the property with adequate set back from the perennial 

stream and wet lands to the west. He stated the house is on a slab with two building sewers, one 

gray water and one black water which exit under the slab. He stated that set the elevation where the 

new system would go. He stated the pretreatment of a singular green plastic tank which is 

discharging by gravity to a small pump chamber which then pumps around to the front of the yard 

to a bottomless sand filter located in the front yard at the north side of the property. He stated he is 

requesting two things tonight. The first is a waiver associated with the 22 inch water table needing 

a sieve analysis because the ground would not perk. Secondly, a variance requirement from a 12 

inch vertical separation between the inlet and outlet pipes of the tanks and the high water table at 

22 inches there is no lifting the pipes to offset. He stated the booted singular system that’s water 

tight and a pump chamber booted and gusseted pump chamber. There is a counter buoyancy 

associated with both those tanks. The outlet pipe of the singular and both the inlet and outlet pipes 

of the pump chamber lie a couple inches below the high water table. Mr. Seabury stated because of 

the location with the small river on the side and the high ground water and the fact that the pipes 

run under the slab foundation, we can’t raise them up or destroy this person house to install a sump 

in there. These systems are going to be anchored down. Because the singular is a plastic or poly 

tank so the calculations will be done for the anchors so they don’t float when they’re pumped out. 

He stated it has gone in front of Conservation and they have approved it. They will have it encased 

when it goes over the water and the gas line in the front yard going to the bottomless sand filter on 

the side of the house. He stated this is going to be a difficult system but it is the perfect system for 

this situation. Mrs. Alfonso asked if this repair is needed because it failed originally. Mr. Rodrigues 

stated yes. She then asked what the reason for failing was. Mr. Rodrigues explained there was a 
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voluntary inspection done that had evidence of backup of the system. He stated in fact what the 

current soil absorption is not clearly known, and the best they know is whatever it is is heading off 

south to the stream. Mrs. Alfonso stated this needs to be corrected as soon as possible so it doesn’t 

continue. Mr. Rodrigues stated yes and there is a current pending sale so this is under remedial use 

of approval. Mrs. Alfonso asked if this will correct the issue. Mr. Rodrigues stated this system 

provides maximum pretreatment and the bottomless sand filter, recently approved in 

Massachusetts, provides minimal footprint with minimal impact of the buffer zone. Mr. Medeiros 

stated essentially, this property will have a raised flower bed on the other side of the house. Mr. 

Rodrigues stated yes, it is essentially a two foot sand box and they are becoming more and more 

popular. 

 

A motion made by Robert Medeiros to approve as requested. Seconded by Melissa Alfonso. All in 

favor. Motion passes unanimously.       

 

151 Bluff Ave- Landmark Site Design  

Mr. Peter Lavoie presents plans to the board. He stated the existing lot is 5,176 square feet with an 

existing cesspool in the back yard. He stated they had to add a leach field with two floater fuses. 

The existing structure is a slab foundation and water and gas come in from Bluff Ave. He is 

requesting three variances because of the size of the lot. First, a 5 foot separation from the septic 

tank to the slab. Second, a 5 foot separation from the septic tank to the property line. And last, a 5 

foot separation from the leach field to the property line. Mr. Seabury stated the size of the lots in 

that area are bare minimum. He stated they just did a septic at the existing house next door about 

two years ago which presented pretty much the same things. There is not much more that can be 

done in the area. Mr. Carvalho stated at least you have good soil in that area. Mr. Lavoie agreed 

there is good soil and there was less than a two minute perk rating. Mr. Medeiros asked if they are 

raising the area. Mr. Lavoie stated they are raising the back yard to match the neighbor next door. 

He stated currently there is not much of a backyard and it just drops down, so the owner would like 

to do the same as the neighbor next door who raised the system. Mr. Seabury explained the area 

that drops down will raise up to match the elevation the back of the house to increase around ten 

feet of property. Mr. Medeiros stated it will improve this owner’s back yard. 

 

A motion made by Melissa Alfonso to approve as requested. Seconded by Robert Medeiros. All in 

favor. Motion passes unanimously.       

             

79 Ocean Grove- Pro-Line Engineering 

Bob Berube of Pro-line Engineering presented plans to the board. Mr. Berube stated the material is 

not good at the top of this street. He stated the lot pitches from east to west and a perk test was 

done. He explained where a new pipe would be placed and where a new 55 gallon tank would be 

installed on the lot, moving the new tank 20 feet from the house to stay 10 feet off the existing 

water service. He stated he was able to get to the new installation location with the waiver on the 

water table separation of one foot, by gravity. He is requesting a sieve. And a separation from 4 

feet to 3 feet. Mr. Seabury stated he does not have any issues. He stated you’ll notice where there 

is a drop down, there will be a 40 mil poly liner going around the leaching field, going from 98 to 

93 so that anything that goes further down will get caught in it which will continue it to go down 

and not leach off to the side. Mr. Berube stated he would like to put it in the top end as well to 

protect the field from all sides.  

 

A motion made by Robert Medeiros to approve as requested. Seconded by Melissa Alfonso. All in 

favor. Motion passes unanimously.       
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452 Gardners Neck- Pro-Line Engineering  

Bob Berube of Pro-Line Engineering presented plans to the board. He stated this piece of property 

is basically flat but small. He stated the house takes up most of the yard with gas and water lines in 

the front and driveway on the side. Mr. Berube was told there is an old cesspool on the property 

however there are no records. He stated the old owners have dug trenches over the years and put in 

a new laundry system over the years and the new system will pick up all of that. He stated the 

cesspool will be abandoned and they will come off of the existing plumbing in the house and tie 

everything in and come into a new 50 gallon tank. He stated the location on the plans is the only 

area that will fit the new system because of the lot size. He stated he is requesting some waivers. 

First, he explained he kept the tank 10 feet from the house, basement foundation, and more than 10 

feet from the property line so no variance needed for the tank. But for the field itself he held 10 feet 

from neighbors but he had to keep 8 feet from the cellar wall, so he is requesting a variance of a 

reduction of 20 feet to 8 feet. He added there is a poly barrier around the whole side of the field 

and covers the length of the field. Secondly, he is asking for a separation variance from 4 feet to 3 

feet to avoid a hill on the lower side of the property and a pump. And lastly, requesting a sieve. Mr. 

Seabury stated he does not have any problems. He added if it was a better perk rate it would be a 

smaller system. He stated he does not have a problem with the separation of water. He explained if 

they did a pump then you would have a mound 8 feet from the house so any storm water would be 

sitting up against the house or sitting in the neighbor’s yard, so keeping it flat would be the best 

course of action. He ended stating based on the size of the field it will not affect the ground water 

whatsoever.      

 

A motion made by Melissa Alfonso to approve as requested. Seconded by Robert Medeiros. All in 

favor. Motion passes unanimously.       

 

New Business:   
 

1: Resignation of Robert Medeiros  

Mr. Carvalho read Mr. Robert Medeiros resignation letter, effective April 28, 2022.  

 

Mr. Medeiros stated his sentiments and thanked everyone he has worked with along the way. 

Mrs. Alfonso congratulated Mr. Medeiros and stated it was nice to work with him even if it was 

short period.   

 

A motion made by James Carvalho to accept Robert Medeiros resignation with regret. Seconded 

by Melissa Alfonso. Abstention by Robert Medeiros. Motion passes by majority.     

 

2: Discussion of alternate board member Tim Cabral  

Mr. Carvalho stated he would like to ask the selectmen to appoint Mr. Tim Cabral to the board. He 

explained that Mr. Cabral has been the alternate for the board of health. Mr. Medeiros added that 

is how it was discussed at a previous selectmen meeting at which they appointed Mrs. Alfonso to 

the board. Mr. Seabury stated he will write to the board of selectmen regarding the appointment of 

Mr. Cabral to the Board of Health. He stated the way it was worded it would automatically happen 

if there was a shuffle in the boards, however Mr. Seabury would still like the Selectmen to make 

the announcement and have Mr. Cabral sworn in before the next meeting.     

 

Old Business: 
 

Health Agent Report: 

Mr. Seabury stated there is nothing to report at this time other than a joint career three day vaccine 

clinic at the trampoline park in Swansea run by the state, included Fall River and Swansea. He 
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stated it was run by the state however they did offer the Swansea/Somerset Town Nurses assistance, 

however they have about 6 or 7 nurses there and did not need assistance. He stated out of the three 

days they only had a total of 15 people. He stated it was better than nothing. Mr. Medeiros asked if 

the 15 people who showed up were they first time vaccine. Mr. Seabury stated it was a mix but it 

was mainly for children however they did have adult doses on hand as well and a lot of adults 

received boosters and children were receive first shots. He explained he would prefer to have a 

pediatric specialist give the children shots as the town nurse or school nurse are not pediatric 

specified. Mr. Carvalho asked if the town nurse will be giving boosters. Mr. Seabury stated it is all 

based off of if the state supplies them to us, and as of right now the town has none and does not 

have any knowledge if they will be getting any. Mr. Alfonso stated storage of the vaccines are 

complicated as well as using one dose you have to use the second within a certain time frame. She 

agreed with Mr. Seabury that administering the vaccine to children is best to be done by a pediatric 

specialist. She asked how did the clinic verify if the person had any previous doses. Mr. Seabury 

answered since it was state run they had access to the Massachusetts immunization information 

system, the DPH with Maven.     

 

Mr. Seabury added next meeting to be scheduled May 18, 2022 as of right now.    

 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes for March 16, 2022 
A motion made by James Carvalho to approve minutes of March 16, 2022. Seconded by Melissa 

Alfonso. Abstention by Robert Medeiros. Motion passes by majority.    

 

Meeting Adjourned: 
 

Motion by James Carvalho to adjourn the meeting at 5:38 PM.  Seconded by Melissa Alfonso. All 

in favor. Motion passes unanimously.  

 

 

List of Meeting Materials:  

Meeting Agenda 

Meeting Minutes 3/16/22  

Plans for all residents listed above  

Resignation letter for Robert Medeiros  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

 

Jamie Beane 

Substitute Minutes Clerk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


